
Number of Vehicles in New Zealand 

The number of vehicles in New Zealand continued 

to steadily increase between 2000 and 2008 

(Figure 1) (Ministry of Transport 2012).  However 

there has only been a slight growth in the vehicle 

fleet since then. Light passenger vehicles 

(passenger cars and vans), as in all previous years 

made up the large majority of these vehicles. Bus-

es comprised only a very small proportion (less 

than 0.3%) of the total number of vehicles in 

2012, with 8115 buses (Ministry of Transport 

2012). 

 

INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS 

Internationally, New Zealand has a very high rate 

of light vehicles per population at 682 light vehi-

cles for every 1000 persons (Ministry of Transport 

2012) followed by Luxembourg and Iceland 

(UNECE 2010) (Figure 2).  
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FIGURE 1:  NUMBER OF VEHICLES IN NEW ZEALAND, BY VEHICLE TYPE, 2000-2012 

FIGURE 2:  NUMBER OF LIGHT VEHICLES PER 1000 POPULATION, COMPARISON COUNTRIES, 2010 

HIGHLIGHTS: 

 The number of vehicles 

continued to steadily in-

crease between 2000-

2008, with minimal fleet 

growth from 2008 on-

wards 

 New Zealand’s rate of 

light vehicles per popula-

tion (682 per 1000 per-

sons) is higher than in 

Australia, Germany, Nor-

way, and the United King-

dom 
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