
International Notifiable Disease Outbreaks by Country, 2008-2013 

In 2009 and 2010, there were over 208 coun-

tries that experienced a pandemic outbreak 

of H1N1. Compared to other outbreaks, 

H1N1 has affected the largest number of 

countries.  

During  February and March 2013, the first 

identified cases of avian influenza A (H7N9) 

virus infection in humans, occurred in China 

(Li et al., 2013). 

Up until 10th July 2013, a total of 132 H7N9 

avian flu cases had been reported on the Chi-

nese mainland, including 43 that had ended 

in death (Xinhua, 2013).  

Even though there is no evidence of ongoing 

human-to-human transmission so far (World 

Health Organisation, 2013), according to Lam 

et al. (2013), the H7 viruses may pose threats 

beyond the current outbreak. They proposed 

that the continuing prevalence of H7 viruses 

in poultry could increase the risk of the virus 

acquiring human-to-human transmissibility. 
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FIGURE 1:  INTERNATIONAL NOTIFIABLE DISEASE OUTBREAKS BY COUNTRY, 2008-2013 
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HIGHLIGHTS: 

 In 2009 and 2010, over 

208 countries were 

affected by the H1N1 

outbreak. 

 In 2013, the first identi-

fied cases of H7N9 virus 

infection in humans oc-

curred in China. 

 Even though there is no 

evidence of human-to-

human transmission so 

far, a recent study has 

shown that the continu-

ing prevalence of H7 

viruses in poultry could 

increase the risk of the 

virus acquiring human-

to-human transmissibil-

ity. 

Source: World Health Organisation (2013).   
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