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Average Age of Vehicles in New Zealand

The average age of all types of New Zealand vehicles
is between 11 and 15 years, light passenger and
commercial vehicles approximately 12 years, heavy
commercial vehicles about 14 years, and buses ap-
proximately 15 vyears (Figure 1) (Ministry of
Transport 2012). The pattern has not changed sub-
stantially in the past twelve years. In contrast, the
average age of motorcycles has decreased from 15
years in 2000 to about 12 years in 2012 (Ministry of

Transport 2012).

INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS

The latest available international data shows New
Zealand has an older vehicle fleet than the other
countries shown (Figure 2). The average of vehicle
fleet in New Zealand has increased from 12 years in
2008 to 13 years in 2012. Between 2002 and 2012,
the average age of vehicles in New Zealand was ap-
proximately 12 years, compared to about 10 years
in Australia and the USA, and 8 years in Canada
(Ministry of Transport 2012).
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FIGURE 1: AVERAGE AGE OF VEHICLE FLEET IN NEW ZEALAND, 2000-2012
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FIGURE 2: AVERAGE AGE OF VEHICLE FLEET (YEARS), INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS, 2002-2012
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