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Hazardous substances deaths are an important public health problem
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A hazardous substance is any substance that has
any of the following properties:

A hazardous substance does NOT include:

Explosive Toxic
Medicine in finished dose

form
Alcohol when classi‐
fied as a food item

Oxidises Flammable
Chemical toxins associated

with food (poisoning)
Radioactive materi‐

als

Corrosive
Manufactured items

(eg, button batteries)

Unintentional hazardous substances coronial deaths
Carbon monoxide and toluene are the main substances causing unintentional deaths

Hazardous substance Deaths

Motor vehicle exhaust (carbon monoxide) 19

Other sources of carbon monoxide 18

Toluene 9

Hydrogen sulphide 5

Methanol <5

Ethylene Glycol <5

Disinfectant/cleaning agent <5

Herbicide <5

Petrol/Diesel <5

Unspecified fuel/solvent <5

Total 73
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Huffing-related deaths have gradually declined since the early 2010s

Intentional hazardous substances coronial deaths
Carbon Monoxide is the primary cause of intentional hazardous substance deaths
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Hazardous substance Deaths

Motor vehicle exhaust (carbon monoxide) 508

Other sources of carbon monoxide 53

LPG gas, natural gas, methane gas, propane gas, butane gas 14

Ethylene glycol 14

Herbicide 13

Cyanide 11

Hydrogen sulphide 5

Paraquat <5

Insecticide <5

Organophosphate <5

Total 641

Dashboard - Hazardous substances

Data for this indicator

Metadata Sheet.
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Hazardous substances-related deaths registered in
New Zealand

Unintentional hazardous substances-related hospitalisa‐
tions

Hazardous substances notifications
Unintentional hazardous substances exposures in children
(0–14 years)
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